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Ms. Stanton overheard some
of the children talking at lunch
today. Andy looked awfully sad.

I hate you,
Andy!
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You can’t say that!

But he can’t
say that!

But he did
say that!
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Jack should say
he’s sorry.
He should go straight
to the principal’s office.

Seems like we have two problems here.
Jack has a problem with Andy and he’s using
a word that hurts. Let’s head back to the
classroom after lunch and talk about this.

Andy is not
coming to my
birthday party!
He should get
a timeout!
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Can superheroes
hate somebody?

OK, everyone, I’ll talk to Jack later
about what happened with Andy.
Let’s talk about the word hate.

It’s just a word.

It’s a mean word.

I don’t want anybody
to hate me.
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What about the glasses?

Zeb, could you get us
started? Which lenses
would you like to use first?

Good idea!

I’ll get ‘em!
Can we start with
the Space glasses?
They’re my favorite.
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But I like
broccoli.

Why can I say hate
at home sometimes
but not at school?

Why does it matter what space
I’m in when I say something?

Yeah, the cartoon
I watched last night
said hate. The
aardvark said,
“I hate broccoli!”
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Hmmm. Yes, some rules
apply to school, some to
home, and some both places.

Can we use the
Rules lenses now?
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Why can’t
we say hate?

Is that like the word
ain’t? I’m not allowed
to say that either.

What about the word stupid?
My dad said he used to get
in BIG trouble for that.

Who makes rules
about words?

If we are talking about
the past, it sounds like we
need our Time lenses.
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My mom says that when she was
a girl, the word hate was only
supposed to be used when talking
about weeds or weasels.

My grandpa said that a long time ago
his parents used to wash his mouth out
with soap for saying hate!

Ooooooh . . . that
would taste awful!

That’s funny!
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Sounds like we
need our Stuff lenses
‘cause my mom takes
away my stuff when
I break a rule!
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At my house, anyone
who says a bad word or
a mean word has to put
a dime in a jar.

If I don’t say hate,
can I say booger?

Boogers are gross. . . .
But hate and booger
aren’t the same thing.

We have a jar like
that, too. My dad
calls it the Sorry Jar.

Why do we have to lose any
stuff for just saying a word?
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You’re right, Tillie.
What makes hate
such a hurtful word?
Let’s put on the
People lenses now.
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Why do people
use words that hurt?

I just hate it—oops, I
mean I don’t like it—when
kids say hate.

But is it still ok for
superheroes to hate
bad guys?

Can’t we all just
get along?
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I’m sorry I said
I hate Andy.

Why is hate such a
tricky word?

If Andy doesn’t play
with us, he’ll feel left
out. Hmm.

What words hurt
my feelings?
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Some words hurt and some
words don’t. How do you
choose which words to use?
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Questions to Talk or Write About
Space Where have you
seen people using words to
help other people?

Rules Why do you think
there are rules about using
certain words?
Time When has
someone said something
hurtful to you?

Stuff What would be the
right punishment for using
hurtful words?
People What words
might help someone
rather than hurt someone?
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