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Ms. Stanton’s class was preparing for
the school art gallery. They decided to
draw pictures of themselves.
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Hey, Tillie, why haven’t you
started your drawing?

I can’t find the right
color for my face!

I’m using apricot
for my skin!

I wish I were gray like
my name—Grayson
should be gray!

I’m using this color.
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I wish I were green
like an alien!

But none of these colors
are right—I am not
cinnamon, peach, or toast.
So, what color am I?
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Aliens are blue,
not green.

I know, let’s get
the glasses!

Great idea, Zeb! We are really
getting the hang of using these
glasses. Let’s circle up!
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Which glasses
should we use first?

Well, I’m a person and people
come in different colors,
sooooo . . . I think we should
start with the People lenses.

Good thinking.
People it is.
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Why do people come
in different colors?

My grandpa says
I’m a “spitting image”
of my dad.

Genie-what?

I know that word. My family is
from Ecuador and my dad likes
to look on the computer to see
where my great-great-greatgreat-grandparents came from.

Awesome.
Spitting! I can
spit really far.

Have any of
you heard the
word genealogy
before?
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I get it, Zeb.
I think we need
the Time lenses.

11

Genealogy is learning
about people and where
they come from. My family
came from Germany a
long time ago.

We have a family tree kind of
like this at my house. It shows
the names of people in my
family from way back in time.

I wonder where my family
comes from and how long
we’ve lived here?

Has my family always
been the same color?

My mom says we
came from Africa a
long, long time ago,
but that’s all we know.
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I know what
that means—
Space lenses.

13

I’ve got my Space glasses.
What does your skin color have
to do with where you’re from?

I come from a different
place than my mom
and dad, and I don’t
look like them or my
brother and sister.

Do you mean what
continent you’re from?
I just learned them—
North America, South
America, Europe . . . .

Do people who live
in the same place
all look alike?
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Are there rules about
where people can live?

I think we know
what glasses we
need next.
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My mom doesn’t look like
my dad. She says people
treat her differently because
of her skin color, and it’s
harder for her to get a job.

That’s not fair!

Are there rules
about everything?

Wait, what about
the Stuff lenses?

Aren’t there rules
and laws against that?
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Well, if somebody’s mom or
dad doesn’t have a job, they
might not be able to pay for
our field trip next week!

Yeah, you need
money to pay
for stuff!

Yeah, Grayson has all the
superhero action figures
and I only have one.

Why can’t everyone have
enough money to get the
stuff they need?

It’s not like you need all
the action figures, Zeb!
You just want them.
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Hey! These glasses
didn’t show Tillie how
to color her picture!
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Well, these glasses
don’t always answer
questions for us. They
are special because
they help us think about
questions before we
answer them.

We asked some
great questions!

I’ve got an answer!
I think I’ll try mixing
some colors together
to make my picture.
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How do you choose the
crayons to color yourself?
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Questions to Talk or Write About
Stuff How do you decide
if you need something
or just want it?
Rules Do we need rules
about how to treat each
other? Why or why not?
People Why do you
think people don’t all
look the same?

Time Has your family
lived here a long time?

Space Where else has
your family lived?
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